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study, I should think that circumstance a disadvantage
to Cambridge.    I should not by any means wish your
application directed exclusively, or even principally, that
way, though there is a certain proficiency in that science
which belongs to a liberal education; and the faculties
of the mind,  particularly  the  reasoning powers,  are
undoubtedly more trained and improved by that study
than by any other means.    So far as this you should
even do violence to  your taste and inclination; but
beyond this, or much beyond this, though my own taste
runs naturally that way, I really think it prejudicial
to push the study of mathematics  at the expense of
more practical and equally liberal and noble pursuits.
I should, therefore, not be disappointed if you did not
acquire the honours of the University in that branch,
and should be more gratified by your becoming a good
general scholar, and acquiring a general taste for liberal
studies, and general habits of application.    These are,
just at your period, the best preparation for life.    The
special knowledge and talents for  professions, or  for
Parliament, may safely wait for their cultivation a little
longer; yet these also may extremely well be advanced
by the  acquisition of general preparatory knowledge,
such as history, constitutional law, and the science of
politics, at college.    For my part, I incline to Cam-
bridge ; but you need not scruple to make your own
choice.    During the  summer you will be at  Minto,
where I am confident you will find study and pleasure
compatible with each  other; and  for  a year or two
restrain the natural tastes of youth so far as to make